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V

MAHDUMI AZAM KASANI 
(1461 - 1542)

The name and genealogy of the thinker
His full name is Sayyid Ahmad ibn Mavlyana Jaloliddin 

Khodjagi Kasam Mahdumi Azam (1461 - 1542). The first name 
“Sayyid” is a kind of title, which means that the genealogy of 
the thinker goes back to the Prophet Muhammad (s.a.v). His 
own name is Ahmad, his father's name was Mavlyana 
Djaloliddin, “Khodjagi” speaks of his belonging to the tariqat of 
Khodjagon; Kasan is the name of the place where he was bom. 
“MahdumiAzam” is the nickname given to him by his teacher 
Mavlyan Muhammad Kadi, it means “great mahdum”, “a 
devoted to teachers follower (shogird)”. In th e Islamic world, 
the three greatest theologists during their lifetime were awarded 
by the title “Azam” which means “great”: Imam Azam, Gavsul 
Azam and Mahdumi Azam Kasani.

Who was he
Mahdumi Azam was a major Sufi thinker of the XV-XVI 

centuries, theorist and successor of the tariqat Naqshbandiya, a 
great teacher and head (murshid) of the Sufi order, a 
philosopher, ethics and fiqh scholar, a prominent politician, 
philosopher, scientist on upbringing and education. He was full
of tremendous spiritual energy, the power of mental influence.
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At the same time, in accordance with the teachings of 
Naqshbandiya, he was engaged in agriculture, mastered all the 
peculiarities of this type of labour and became famous for his 
talent in seed production and cultivation of new varieties of 
vegetables and fruits.

Mahdumi Azam lived in a very difficult time, when, on the 
one hand, Timur’s empire was disintegrating and there was a 
fierce struggle between the heirs of the throne for the power, on 
the other hand, cities and settlements became the objects of 
confrontation, ordinary people and the working population 
suffered from it. The clash of ambitions and political interests of 
the heirs of the throne was accompanied by ignoring the rules of 
justice, which created and followed Sahibkiron Amir Timur, this 
had a negative impact on the social-political and moral situation 
in the country, on people’s lives. The desire of Shaybanikhan to 
seize Maverannahr, to establish his power on a vast territory, 
often provoked indignation among the local population. 
Mahdumi Azam perfectly understood the significance of 
Timurids’ empire, its creative role. Therefore, he strongly 
supported the historical and cultural traditions of Timurids’ 
empire, tried to smooth out the confrontation between the heirs 
of the throne, urged them in the name of Allah to live 
peacefully, join their forces and follow the precepts of Amir 
Timur Mahdumi Azam witnessed the mter-clan struggle for the 
throne, the concern of ordinary people for the fate of the 
country, for its future. These historical and cultural factors 
determined the formation of the worldview of Mahdumi Azam, 
influenced on his scientific, philosophical and social-moral 
heritage.
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Mahdumi Azam supported the educational ideas of 
Zakhiriddin Muhammad Bobur. He was a well-mannered, God
fearing, modest person, he always helped the weak and needy 
people and patronized science and enlightenment.

When and where he was born

Mahdumi Azam was bom in 1461 (866 hijri) in the ancient 
capital of Fergana -Kasan city, located on the bank of the river, 
which had excellent buildings and a wonderful climate. During 
the reign of the Karakhanids, this region was one of the most 
comfortable cities located along the Great Silk Road. The city 
was foil of greenery, clear waters carried moisture and fragrant 
flowers aromatized the clean air. Currently, this small town is 
called Kasansay. The sanatorium located here is famous for its 
healing waters and procedures, and many people found healing 
here.

In what family was the future saint brought up?
The father of Mahdumi Azam was a scientist, an 

enlightened person, belonged to the family of Sayyids and had 
excellent authority among the people. He was addressed very 
respectfully, preceding his name with the epithet “Mavlyana” - a 
great teacher. The father of this Mavlyana -Jalol-ud-din was no 
less respected man named Sayyid Jamal-ud-din, and his father 
was Sayyid Burkhan-ud-din. The latter was the son of Sayyid 
Amir Mayiun and the grandson of Sayyid Burkhan-ud-din 
Kilich (“sharp sword”), who was considered a recognized sheikh 
in the district and a great teacher in tasavvuf (Sufism). In a
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word, according to the preserved genealogical information, the 
family tree of Mahdumi Azam and reliable historical evidence, 
the Kasani clan was the 22nd generation of the Prophet 
Muhammad Mustafa (peace be upon him!). Throughout the 
Muslim world, there was a great respect to Sayyids’ family, and 
the family where Mahdumi Azam was bom and grew up was 
very respected among the common people and the powerful. 
The studies of the famous orientalist Ashurbek Muminov 
confirmed that, due to matrilineal side, the genus of Mahdumi 
Azam dates back to Ahmad Yassavi.

In what era and in what environment the thinker lived

The era of Mahdumi Azam was very complex and 
controversial, because at that time Central Asia was shaken by 
great political, spiritual and economic crises. The internal 
contradictions of Temurids became the cause of the 
fragmentation of the once united and powerful empire. On the 
other hand, in a country divided into small khanates, different 
laws were in power. Because of the absence of a single 
centralized authority and strict laws and mles, robbers and 
brigands got good conditions for power. As a result of this, 
traders suffered many troubles, accustomed from ancient times 
to calmly lead their caravans along the Great Silk Road from 
east to west and from west to east. The conditions for peaceful 
trade were becoming unbearable, merchants more and more 
moved away from the territory of Central Asia and looked for 
other ways for their caravans. As a result of the decline of the 
prestige of Central Asia, it became more and more marginalized 
in world trade. On the other hand, from the very beginning of
the 16thcentury, the Sheibanids tried to restore the fragmented
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Temurids’ power, to develop science and culture in strict 
accordance with Islamic requirements. These requirements 
became the main reason for the one-sided development of 
science, the strengthening of its religious-mystical character, 
separation from secular education, alienation from the demands 
of practice.

Teachers in childhood

Mahdumi Azam, on the instructions of his parents, was 
engaged in animal breeding from his childhood. They say that 
one day the mother of little Sayyid Akhmad, for the child’s 
sleep to be calm, put the Holy Quran next to his pillow. In a 
dream, the boy saw how a venerable aksakal gives him a book 
and instructs him to read it. Waking up, he sees a holy book next 
to the pillow. He was very excited by the words of old man and 
insisted on learning and understanding the world. He asks the 
elder people about the book that the wise old man gave him in a 
dream and founds that this is the Holy Word of Allah. Nothing 
could stop his path to knowledge.

From childhood, he receives lessons first from his father, 
Mavlyan Jaloliddin, then from Mavlyan Mir Sayyid Ali. In 
addition, some studies report that he studied with Mullo Ziyo. 
From his teachers, Mir Sayyid Ali was a great connoisseur of 
the science of “sarfunahv” (morphology and syntax). Seeing a 
thirst for knowledge from his little ward Sayyid Ahmad, the 
mentor step by step reveals the secrets of knowledge to him. 
When a teacher notices sprouts of interest in Sufism, he advises 
him to receive lessons from the follower of the great Khodja 
Akhrori Vali -Mavlyan Muhammad Kadi.
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At this time, Mavlyana Muhammad Kadi was a mudarris in 
a madrassah located next to the tomb of Sheikh Zayniddin bobo 
in Tashkent. Mahdumi Azam with his maternal uncle went to 
Tashkent and evening praying (namaz) they read in the Kukcha 
mosque. After pray, the teenager Sayyid Ahmad sees that the 
spiritually majestic figure of the holy sheikh is approaching 
them. The young man with all courtesy wished him peace and 
said: “Oh, great teacher, I recognized you, I saw you in a 
dream.” It was really Mavlyana Muhammad Kadi, who, in turn, 
answered his greeting and said: “I also knew that you would 
come to me, my son”. Then Uncle Sayyid Ahmad intervenes in 
their conversation and says: “Honourable, if you consider it 
possible, accept my nephew as a student, this is my nephew -  
Sayyid Ahmad. He is the son of Mavlyan Jaloliddin from 
Akhsi”. Then Mavlyana Muhammad Kadi said: “Be your way, 
my child. I heard a lot of good things about Mavlyan Jaloliddin, 
about his enlightenment. It is a great honor for us to teach 
knowledge to his son”. So he caress the head of Sayyid Ahmad 
and said: “My child, go to the madrassah, meet your peers.”

Thus, Mahdumi Azam for many years received the lessons 
of Mavlyan Muhammad Kadi, enlarged his knowledge and 
improved. It was the mentor who offered Sayyid Ahmad the title 
or nickname “Mahdumi Azam”. Mahdumi Azam remained until 
1510 under Mavlyan Muhammad Kadi, who died in 1515. 
Before receiving the blessings of Mavlyan Muhammad Kadi, 
Mahdumi Azam, in accordance with the recommendation of his 
mentor, traveled to Bukhara to visit the graves of the seven 
saints from the tariqat Khodjagon, including Hazrati Khodja 
Kaddasallohu (Bahauddin Naqshband), Hazrati Khodjagoni 
(Abdumalik Gijduvani) and other saints.
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